Rt Rev Marcus Stock, Bishop of Leeds
Hinsley Hall

62 Headingley Lane

Leeds

LS6 2BX

Dear Rt Rev Marcus Stock,

Following your letter from the weekend of 25%/26™ April, along with the pulpit
announcement about the 5pm Mass being moved to St Bernard’s, we have taken time to
consider the information, have held an open discussion with the Parishioners and have
been entrusted to formulate a response to you. Everyone appreciates that the clergy who
have undertaken this re-organisational project have been given a difficult task, however, as
you will appreciate many Parishioners were concerned about the information received.

People are also extremely upset about the lack of consultation and pastoral care. No one
has come directly to speak to us, and we are finding out information from other Parish
bulletins or from what has been said from their pulpits. It does not need to be like this.

Whilst we understand that there is a shortage of Priests and that a full-time Priest is not
available at the moment, we do feel the need for an urgent consultation about the short,
medium and long-term plans for the Parish of St Bernard’s. We question why, in addition to
losing our Priest, we have been told, without consultation, that we are to lose our Sunday
morning Mass. We all feel very strongly that this does not need to happen. We are aware
that the current 5pm Mass at St Malachy’s is not very well attended and yet this is the Mass
that has been allocated to St. Bernard’s. The question was asked “are we being set up to
fail?” The point was also raised that the Saturday evening Mass is not a good time for the
elderly or those with young children. Why, in the interim, can’t we all have a Sunday Mass
whilst continuing to operate and showing that we are viable?

We therefore propose that until there has been a full consultation period, St Bernard’s
should keep a Sunday Mass at either 9am or 11am (moving from the current 10am) and St
Mary’s also have one Sunday morning Mass. This would mirror the current arrangement at
St Malachy’s and St Columba’s. The Saturday evening Mass could then be celebrated at St
Mary’s. This would still leave the Parish of St Mary’s and St Alban’s with three weekend
Masses and each of the Churches in the town of Halifax with one Sunday Mass.

The above proposal would also ensure that St. Bernard’s would have the same Priest saying
Mass on Sundays rather than the present proposal where there would be two Priests saying
Mass alternate weeks. This would be beneficial for our pastoral care, Parish community
and social life.

We have a vibrant Parish, 130 years old which includes St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary
Academy. We have good links with our school, and they attend a weekday Mass and the
occasional Sunday Mass where they join us and lead us in the readings and singing. We
want to continue to foster these links. Mass attendance is currently around 80. We have a
very active Ladies group who organise many fundraising and social events for the Parish
and the local community. Coffee mornings are held weekly after Mass and for First Holy
Communion a breakfast is celebrated with the children and their families.



We have an excellent choir, and three organists. We host concerts by visiting choirs in
Church. In addition, we also have a Parish Hall which is well used, not only by the Parish,
but also by groups from the wider local community, and brings in regular funds.

We have a new financial administrator who has reviewed the Parish finances, and it quickly
became apparent that the income to the Parish needed to increase. Following an appeal at
Mass on 18" January the Parishioners responded positively and, as a result, the monetary
contributions and gift aid have increased. The current finances only reflect ten weeks of the
increased contributions and therefore in a full year this would give the Parish a much-
improved financial position moving forward. We have a substantial modern presbytery
building onsite with rental potential whilst there is no incumbent Priest.

At St. Bernard’s we work together, if something needs doing, someone gets on and does it.
We have regular Parish meetings, open to all, to discuss finances, fundraising, planning for
feast days and other future events, and all other aspects of Parish life - Priest and People
together. We want to be included and involved in decision making about the future of our
Parish and the other Parishes in our Deanery.

The Kinharvie report; “Providing Priests for the People” criticised the Diocese and said that
there had been a lack of consultation and insufficient lay involvement in the closing and
merging of Parishes. It was our own Halifax Deanery who showed the way forward by
Priests and people working together under the guidance of the Dean Fr Malachy Larkin (we
note he is also the current Dean). Parish representatives and Priests worked tirelessly to
reorganise the Parishes and find suitable solutions which in the end were generally
acceptable to all. That partnership of cooperation between Priests and people is just as
important now as it was then.

We were pleased to see that your letter quite properly recognised the devoted service that
Fr. Bob Owens has given during his many years in the Priesthood. This should be a time
when he and those who have been his Parishioners for the last 14 years should be
celebrating with and for him. Unfortunately, recent developments have overshadowed what
should be a truly momentous occasion.

We appreciate you taking the time to read this letter and, given that the interim
arrangements were to be introduced from 1% August, we are requesting an urgent meeting
at St Bernard’s with you or your representatives. This will give us the opportunity to discuss
the above proposal along with the many relevant questions that were raised by the
Parishioners.

We are copying this letter to all the Priests in the Halifax Deanery.

Respectfully yours in Christ,

The representatives of St Bernard's Parish Halifax.



